
The New Brunswick Senior Citizens’ 
Federation President, Percy Huntington, 
Government Relations Committee Chair, 
Jim Hanley, and committee members, 
Mary Ann Rowlands and Dorothy 
Brown, met with the Minister of Health 
Bruce Fitch, Deputy Minister Eric 
Beaulieu and his Executive Assistant, 
Robert Weir on Tuesday, November 
7th, 2023. The NBSCF representatives 
appreciated the fact that the government 
representatives were very receptive and 
accommodating. They were able to 
discuss all of the resolutions presented by 
the Federation that pertained to health.

Diabetic Readers, Dexcon or Freestyle 
- The day after meeting, the provincial 
government enhanced New Brunswick’s 
insulin pump program to provide 
continuous blood glucose monitoring 
coverage for eligible diabetic patients. 
This coverage is available to people 
who require intensive insulin therapy 
administered by a pump or at least three 
daily injections. This coverage will extend 
to people of all ages who meet medical 

eligibility criteria and pass the income 
verification process.

Zona Vaccine (Shingles)- Only Ontario 
already offers it free to its senior 
population. This file is currently on 
the table and studied by all the other 
provinces. As was done with the high-
dose flu vaccine, the government wants 
to ensure that it is truly a better option 
for older people, providing more effective 
protection against Shingles.

Eye exams- According to our research, 
the majority of provinces offer one exam 
per year to people aged 65 and over, if 
not, at least to those of low income. New 
Brunswick is still studying this possibility.

Hearing aids for low-income 
seniors - As with eye exams, we are 
told the Department of Health is still 
investigating the possibility.

All of these untreated medical 
conditions can have more severe 
repercussions causing higher costs to the 
government with more serious illnesses, 
hospitalizations, etc.

Warming and Cooling Centers- Based 
on their discussion, the province already 
provides centers, especially in rural 
communities. The committee requested 
a list of these designated places. Robert 
Weir said he would take care of getting 
the list to the Federation.

More accessible parking for hospitals - 
This is the responsibility of the two Health 
Authorities (Horizon and Vitalité) and 
they are already studying the problem.

The Committee offered some solutions 
or recommendations to the government: 
When making decisions, it would be 
important to consult people specialized 
in the field who have the necessary 
knowledge to provide relevant 
information. They also mentioned that 
clinics, especially in rural areas, operating 
primarily with nurse practitioners, 
should have access to medical records 
and histories. It would be important for 
nursing homes to be at least partially 
under the supervision of the Health 
Department.

They are currently working on the 
budget and there is a need for 250 
doctors in the province, so they agreed to 
plan another meeting with the NBSCF in 
the New Year.
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The art of retirement: having the 
means to pursue your passions 

You’re retiring in
three years… one year… now!
 

 
    
 

Have you thought about the lifestyle you want in retirement?
 
 

 
 

Make an appointment

How are you making this happen?
    
Do you have an estate plan?

You’re already retired...

Do you know how much this retirement lifestyle will cost?

uni.ca/wealth
1-888-359-1357

Community Development Fund
The Community Development 
Fund recognizes the important 
contribution communities make to 
New Brunswick’s economy and quality 
of life. It aims to help foster vibrant 
communities by providing assistance 
to:
• Community capital projects;
• National cultural or sporting events;
• Projects assisting in the 

establishment and development of 
facilities relating to tourism and 
recreation; and

• Municipal projects that are 
regionally focused

The Regional Development 
Corporation will be responsible for 
the overall management of the CDF.

All funding applications under 
the CDF will be received, assessed, 
and evaluated by the Regional 
Development Corporation. 
The President of the Regional 
Development Corporation will have 
authority to approve funding for 
projects. 

CONTACT INFORMATION:
RDC-SDR@gnb.ca
(506) 453-2277

OVERVIEW 
Fostering vibrant communities 
through strategic community 
investments

ELIGIBILITY
The fund is available to:
• Not-for-profit incorporated 

organizations; and
• Municipalities, Regional Service 

Commissions and First Nations

Note: Funding under this program will 
be provided to the owner of the asset.

Applications will be evaluated 
against the following eligibility and 
assessment criteria:

The project benefits
• The proposed project benefits, and 

their value to the province / region

The project viability
• The likelihood that the proposed 

project can be realized / completed 
as proposed

The project sustainability
• The probabilities that the project or 

the intended effects of the project 
can be maintained once it has been 
completed

The applicant viability
• The state of the operational and 

financial stability of the applicant

The applicant capacity
• The management and financial 

capacity of the client to meet costs 
associated with the delivery of the 
project.

All proposal submitted for 
assessment are subject to applicable 
environmental assessment 
requirements and to the GNB duty to 
consult policy where applicable.

The amount of detail and supporting 
evidence to be provided in an 
application will be relative to the 
size, complexity and funding amount 
requested. Due to limited resources 
however, not all projects meeting 
eligibility criteria will necessarily be 
approved.


